	Holy Trinity C of E C School Core Writing Progression Grid: Nursery to Year 6
(Oracy, Technical Skills and Writing Foundations)

	Phase
	Oracy Foundations (Say it first)
	Physical and Transcription Skills
	Sentence and Text Construction
	Technical Non-Negotiables

	Nursery
	Use single words and short phrases, join in with rhymes and songs, listen and respond to familiar adults, talk about experiences
	Develop gross and fine motor control, explore mark making tools, show preference for a dominant hand
	Marks and symbols given meaning, attempt to draw lines and shapes, talk about marks made
	Enjoy mark making, awareness that marks have meaning, left to right awareness modelled

	Reception
	Speak in full sentences, retell stories and experiences, respond to questions, take turns in conversation
	Hold tools with control, form recognisable letters, write own name, write left to right
	Write simple sentences using phonics, give meaning to writing
	Some finger spaces, attempts at capitals and full stops

	Year 1
	Rehearse sentences orally, speak clearly in full sentences, retell events in sequence
	Form all lowercase letters correctly, sit letters on the line, finger spaces used independently
	Write simple sentences, sequence ideas, reread writing aloud
	Capital letters and full stops, capital I, finger spaces, phonically plausible spelling

	Year 2
	Orally rehearse sentences and short texts, explain ideas clearly
	Write fluently with correct letter formation, consistent spacing, improved spelling accuracy
	Write short coherent texts, extend sentences using conjunctions, sequence ideas logically
	Capitals, full stops, question marks, exclamation marks, commas in lists

	Year 3
	Rehearse more complex sentences orally, explain choices verbally
	Begin joining handwriting, write legibly and fluently, increased spelling accuracy
	Write different sentence types, group ideas into paragraphs, maintain tense consistency
	Accurate basic punctuation, conjunctions, speech punctuation introduced

	Year 4
	Discuss vocabulary choices, articulate language impact
	Joined handwriting consistently, accurate spelling of common words and prefixes
	Organise writing into clear paragraphs, vary sentence structure
	Apostrophes for contraction and possession, accurate speech punctuation

	Year 5
	Rehearse and refine ideas orally, adapt language for audience and purpose
	Fluent joined handwriting, accurate spelling of most words
	Manipulate sentence structure, use relative clauses, link paragraphs cohesively
	Accurate punctuation including commas, brackets and dashes

	Year 6
	Articulate ideas confidently, justify language choices, rehearse complex sentences
	Sustained fluent handwriting, high spelling accuracy
	Control tone, cohesion and structure across extended texts
	Secure and deliberate use of punctuation, spelling and grammar
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Appendix – Sentence examples aligned with the grammar and punctuation in the national curriculum
Reception
· Jack had magic beans (Phonetically plausible: majic, beens)
· Mum was sad. 
Year 1
· Jack went to the market.
· Mum was sad and she threw the beans. 
· He saw a giant and a pot of gold. 
· Jack took the hen and the harp. 
Year 2
· Jack’s mother told him to sell the cow because they needed money. 
· Jack got magic beans from an old man but his mum was angry. 
· Jack saw an enormous, sleeping giant. 
· The beans grew into a big beanstalk. 
· Why did Jack climb the beanstalk?
· What a beautiful castle! 
· Climb the beanstalk. 
Year 3
· Jack climbed the beanstalk once his mother had gone to bed. 
· Finally, Jack arrived at the castle on top of the clouds. 
· Carefully, Jack climbed the beanstalk so that he could satisfy his curiosity. 
Year 4
· After saying farewell to his mother, Jack carefully climbed the gigantic beanstalk until he reached the magnificent castle in the clouds. 
· When he eventually reached the top of the gigantic beanstalk, Jack was exhausted. 
Year 5
· Through the small crack in the castle door, Jack could see the enormous giant who was asleep in the kitchen. 
· A magnificent castle, which had a huge front door, stood on top of the clouds. 
· Tiptoeing past the sleeping giant, Jack wondered whether he could make it out of the castle alive. 
· The giant was certainly going to be angry when he noticed his harp was missing. 
Year 6
· The enraged giant chased Jack down the gigantic beanstalk. 
· Jack was chased down the gigantic beanstalk by the enraged giant. 
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Be Curious, Be Inspired, Belong.




