
	Holy Trinity CE (C) Primary School – COVID-19 Primary School Risk Assessment – Autumn Term 2021

	Activity being assessed:
	Full school opening Autumn 2021
	Location(s) affected:
	Holy Trinity CE (C) Primary School
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	Person(s) completing assessment:
	Nicola Oliphant 
	Date original assessment completed:
	20th August 2021
	

	Date of review:
	17th September 2021
	Review completed by:
	Nicola Oliphant 
	


This risk assessment has been developed on best available scientific guidance and industry best practice, information and should be read in conjunction with the government guidance document, this document cannot be considered to cover every risk and control possible and must be reviewed and made specific by the end user. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/schools-covid-19-operational-guidance (last updated 17th August 2021) 
	What are the hazards?
	Who might be harmed and how?
	What are you already doing?
	Do you need to do anything else to manage this risk?
	Action by whom and when?
	Completed

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Transmission of COVID 19 on school site.
	Children, staff, visitors, and the public becoming infected with COVID-19:


	Staff, Children, or visitors who have tested positive for COVID-19 via an LFD test, will need a confirmatory PCR within 2 days. Where the PCR is positive, persons are not allowed into the school premises until they have self-isolated for the recommended government period of 10 days; and until the person is free from COVID 19 symptoms.
If a staff member or children has a positive COVID-19 test (PCR), NHS test and trace will work with the positive case to identify close contacts. 
Any person arriving at school exhibiting symptoms will be required to return home and obtain a COVID-19 test (PCR) immediately. 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-and-what-to-do/ 

Last reviewed 2nd Sept2021

If an individual has symptoms, undertakes a COVID-19 test and this is negative they can return to school as long as the individual does not have COVID 19 symptoms.
Government self-isolation guidance
(updated 31st August 2021) 
	Re-send clear guidance to all staff and parents/carers of children on return to school and put on school website in prominent position.
Have a procedure in place to isolate children that appear symptomatic on site until collected.

Communicate information regarding how to obtain a COVID-19 test
Weekly updates sent out to parents regarding number of cases in school and any changes required to be reinstated by Public Health/LA Outbreak Team

	NO & SB
	3rd September 2021
First update sent 6thSept

2021

	Advice from Public Health is sought if any of the following thresholds are reached (3rd Sept2021):
Setting 
Threshold 

College/ further education setting

High school

Middle school

Primary school
5 children, pupils, students or staff, who are likely to have mixed closely, test positive for COVID-19 within a 10-day period; or 10% (whichever of these thresholds is reached first)
*Please note some of our classes are small: our 10% would be 3 adults/children
Nursery and EYFS classes 

2 children, pupils, students and staff, who are likely to have mixed closely, test positive for COVID-19 within a 10-day period

All settings should seek advice if a pupil, student, child or staff member is admitted to hospital with COVID-19. Hospitalisation could indicate increased severity of illness or a new variant of concern. Settings may be offered public health support in managing risk assessments and communicating with staff and parents.
Communicated to parents 6th September 2021

[image: image1.emf]Update - Positive  Covid19 Cases in School 6thSept2021.doc



	Vulnerable staff or pupils contracting COVID-19 from being in school
	Staff deemed vulnerable see government list are likely to experience worse symptoms and additional health issues if contract COVID-19 
	Staff and children survey undertaken to determine individuals that are clinically extremely vulnerable (CEV). Where CEV persons are identified an individual risk assessment will be put in place to provide adequate controls within school.


	Consider new staff and pupils for Autumn 21 intake.
Where pregnancy risk assessments have been completed, ensure these are reviewed regularly in line with risks and guidance. See specific guidance for pregnant employees. https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-advice-for-pregnant-employees/coronavirus-covid-19-advice-for-pregnant-employees
	NO
EYFS team

TH – SENDCo

Any staff member with new children starting in their class 
	10th September 2021

	Ineffective personal hygiene measures
	Children, staff, visitors, and the public becoming infected with COVID-19:


	Frequent and thorough hand cleaning should now be a regular practice.
Staff and pupils encouraged to follow the Catch it, Bin it, kill it approach.
Posters are displayed by sinks to show how to effectively wash hands.

Where pupils are to use hand sanitiser this should be done under adult supervision.  Hand sanitisers will be used as children enter the school grounds and leave them daily. Along with a staggered start and end to each day (in line with large increase of children now on roll and the small area on the playground). Children will also be kept in wider double year group bubbles to allow for any changes to local circumstances in case increases.  i.e. EYFS, Year 1/2 together etc. 
	Detail school specific procedures for hygiene measures – see over.

(Suggest NHS video for handwashing)

NHS video

	All staff to ensure these procedures are kept in place and inline with school policy from 2nd September 2021
	On going 

	Possible contamination in school environment.
	Children, staff, visitors, and the public becoming infected with COVID-19:


	Hand sanitiser to be available at reception for visitors to use on arrival before signing in.

Ventilation is to be maintained by natural ventilation (fresh air) by opening windows and doors. During occupied times, windows should be opened enough to provide background ventilation, during unoccupied times (during the school day) windows should be fully opened.

Internal and external doors can be kept open to assist as this will increase ventilation.
Maintain an appropriate cleaning schedule. This should include regular cleaning of areas and equipment with a particular focus on frequently touched surfaces.
Cleaning regimes should be clearly documented to reflect times of day cleaning is taking place and who is responsible for the task.
	If staff currently share desks, a cleaning regime must be introduced to sanitise desks between “shifts” – staff to ensure this is in place for PPA cover etc. 
If fire doors are to be kept open, this will only be done when the room is occupied and nominated person will be responsible for closing them when leaving the area.
Cleaning staff to have their rotas for midday cleaning areas
	All staff 
NO to communicate with cleaning staff 
NO completed rota August2021
	1st September and on going 

	Possible contamination by close contact when providing first aid to persons in isolation room awaiting collection. 
	Children, staff, visitors, and the public becoming infected with COVID-19:


	When providing first aid to persons in isolation consider wearing appropriate PPE. 
	Consider whether goggles/visors need to be available if supporting a child who is symptomatic.
	NO to communicate with all staff 
	1st September and ongoing 

	Possible contamination from a symptomatic person on site
	Children, staff, visitors, and the public becoming infected with COVID-19:
	Symptomatic person should not be on site – see first section.

Should a staff member arrive at school or become symptomatic whilst at school they will be required to leave site immediately, if they need collecting, they will sit in a dedicated room, isolated.

Should a child become symptomatic whilst at school they will be isolated in a room supervised by a staff member. Consider wearing a fluid resistant surgical face mask, disposable gloves, and apron for the duration of the supervision. Parent/carer will be contacted and required to collect child asap.

Staff member supervising will then remove and dispose of all PPE (see contaminated waste) and will wash hands.
	Communicate information regarding how to obtain a COVID-19 test


	NO to communicate with all staff 
	1st September and ongoing 

	Insufficient or inappropriate PPE available or misuse of PPE 
	Children, staff, visitors, and the public becoming infected with COVID-19
	Disposable gloves, aprons, goggles/visors, and masks are available for use as identified required. 
	(Suggest WHO video for masks)

WHO video

	NO to communicate with all staff 
	1st September and ongoing 

	Ineffective management of potentially contaminated waste
	Children, staff, visitors, and the public becoming infected with COVID-19
	Standard waste will continue to be managed in line with existing arrangements.

Any waste that is considered to be potentially infected/contaminated will be double bagged before placing immediately in a secure area for 72 hours prior to placing in bins; this will include any used PPE and any used tissues by persons who are unwell and awaiting collection.
	Define secure area – bin area by RoW
	NO to communicate with all staff 
	1st September and ongoing 

	Use of third-party facilities
	Children, staff, visitors, and the public becoming infected with COVID-19
	Overseas visits will not take place.


	
	
	On-going until further notice 

	Teaching a broad and balanced curriculum for education recovery 
	Children to be able to catch-up with any significant learning needs 
	All staff to have reviewed the DfE document https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/teaching-a-broad-and-balanced-curriculum-for-education-recovery and incorporated items into their curriculum planning for the up and coming year.  All subject action plans to include this information also. 
	Ensure catch-up interventions are in place and providing support needed.
Work scrutiny

Book reviews

Lesson observations 
	NO 
SLT

TH - SENDCo
	On-going 

	Behaviour and wellbeing of children
SEND

Behaviour
	Children and staff may be affected by physical, mental, and emotional injury/distress
	Review of current risk assessments that individual pupils may have.

Consider risk assessments for other children who may not previously have been risk assessed in view of current circumstances who may pose a risk; or who may need specific care that cannot be delivered while social distancing; or potentially violent children.  SENDCO available in school.
	Review of behaviour policies to ensure COVID- 19 related incidents are covered

Consider PPE needs as part of risk assessments as appropriate.

If SENDCO not in school what arrangements are in place to cover
	Google Meets arranged to support SEND children working at home by TH & relative staff 1st Sept2021
	On-going 

	Ineffective safeguarding measures
	Children may be more vulnerable during times of uncertainty, stress, or financial strain
	School has robust safeguarding measures in place with a Designated Safeguarding Lead who is available.

All staff have had safeguarding training.

Staff have been reminded of the importance to look out and not changes to “normal” behaviours of children and report any concerns immediately
	Review safeguarding procedures on return in September 2021 to ensure they are fit for purpose. Update and communicate changes where necessary. 

Ensure DSL is available in school.
	Emailed to staff for review and reading 20th August 2021

	On-going 

	Stress and anxiety of staff due to uncertainty, changes to working arrangements, changes to home arrangements and concern about contracting COVID-19


	Staff may experience higher levels of stress and anxiety

Potential increase in incidents of Domestic violence 
	School have stress and wellbeing procedures in place with staff able to access resources to gain support both via school and externally.

Mental health and wellbeing information has been shared with staff.

SLT regularly checking on staff and have an open door to discuss concerns.

SLT reassuring staff and communicating thoroughly and opening all measures, controls, and arrangements in place to maintain safety (SFAIRP).
	Review procedures and support available to staff

Display Mental Health Week Poster and where to access support
	
	On-going 

	Stress and anxiety of children due to uncertainty, changes to working arrangements, changes to home arrangements and concern about contracting COVID-19


	Children may be anxious and worried about returning, may not cope with the change in learning environments and structure of day
	Discuss and communicate to parents/carers how school will work and ask them to discuss with their child(ren).

Ask parents if they consider their child(ren) will have difficulty readjusting and discuss how this can be managed (some children may be better still learning at home if very anxious)

Structure into school return wellbeing conversations and activities to enable children to talk about any concerns.
	Communicate with parents’ information of providers who can support pupils and parents/carers with anxiety/mental and emotional health needs
	Mental health and well-being consistent on daily time tables for each class from returning to school 2nd Sept2021
	On-going 

	Signature of Senior Leadership Team:  
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	Date:  20th August 2021
Reviewed: 7th September 2021

	Date review required: 

17th September 2021
	Date review required:
	Date review required: 
	Date review required: 


	Hazardous Substance
	Manual Handling
	Display Screen Equip
	Fire
	Work Equip / Machinery
	Stress
	Individual Person such as Young Person

New/ Expectant Mother or Service User

	
	
	
	
	
	(
	(


If any are ticked a specific risk assessment form must be completed separately.  For example a COSHH form must be completed if a hazardous substance is used.

Risk Rating

The risk rating is used to prioritise the action required.  Deal with those hazards that are high risk first. 

	Risk Rating
	Description
	Action Priority

	High
	Where harm is certain or near certain to occur and/or major injury or ill-health could result
	Urgent action

	Medium
	Where harm is possible to occur and/or serious injury could result e.g. off work for over 3 days
	Medium priority

	Low
	Where harm is unlikely or seldom to occur and/or minor injury could result e.g. cuts, bruises, strain
	No action or low priority action



Communication and Review

This risk assessment should be communicated to all employees and relevant persons who may come into contact with the hazards being assessed.  The assessment must be reviewed fortnightly or when changes are required due to Government announcements and guidance being issued (annually or following a significant change, accident or violent incident).
	Consultation method


	Who has risk assessment been consulted with:


	Dates of consultation process:
	Issues identified and any action required:
	Action to be completed by:
	Action completed date:

	RA issued to staff by email and published on school website for parents/carers and wider community
	HT/SLT/Teaching staff/Support staff/Premises and cleaning teams/Catering staff/ /Parents-Carers
	1st September2021 - ongoing
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


	Communication/training of risk assessment and controls following consultation 


	Communicated to:


	Date communicated:

	Headteacher / SLT to provide updates to staff during staff meetings/weekly emailed updates. Additional measures to be communicated to children and parents/carers
	HT/SLT/Teaching staff/Support staff/Premises and cleaning teams/Catering staff/Parents-Carers


	20th August 2021 – staff

2nd September 2021 – parents & staff 

6th September 2021 – parents & staff (update)
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