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Friday 16th July 2021
Dear Parents, 


RE: Re-opening plans Autumn 2021, fond farewells and have a wonderful summer break
I am writing today to inform you of our plans moving forward into next September following again another difficult year for everyone us all in our school community. 
I am extremely grateful to all of you for your support and help during this time for us to be as Covid secure as could have been throughout the year.  It is very sad that we are ending the academic year today with our Year 3 children still in isolation.  
As always I’m very proud of every single last one of your little people who have taken to the changes to school life with great ease – they do all make me smile (even under my mask ;-). For those of you who have been with us since before and during Covid, you know just how proud I am of being the headteacher here and your children make that possible along with the amazing staff team we have working here; who ensure your children get the best possible education and enrichment we can give them – thank you staff for your dedication and hard work (
Although restrictions are being removed for most of the country on Monday 19th July, caution is still advised and we are also 6 and a half weeks away from our return in September so we will remain cautious with our approach back to school to ensure we have covered all bases and are ready if there are further updates during the summer holidays.  As you know numbers of positive cases are rising incredibly fast and as we’ve all found out over the last 18 months – things change very quickly!  
Return to school for all children will be Thursday 2nd September

Drop off and collection times 

There are many elements of this year that we will be keeping.  Our numbers are starting to rise rapidly following our extension and the houses being built off Hawkins Lane.  We have welcomed many new families into school and look forward to more joining us next year.  This does mean that we already have over 200 children on roll.  Our staggered starts and end times have worked amazingly this year and will continue to do so next year.  Our intention with the build was always to have a staggered approach to allow our children to have as much room on the playground as possible – you can imagine having 200 children plus even just one adult and staff each day would be impossible.  Drop off and collection times therefore, for each day for each class will remain staggered and are as follows (please do not arrive at any other time to help reduce footfall on the pavement):
	
	Class 1

FS1
	Class2 

FS2
	Class 3

Year 1
	Class 4

Year 2
	Class 5

Year 3
	Class 6

Year 4
	Class 7

Year 5
	Class 8

Year 6

	Gate
	Pedestrian gate entrance  
	Left (4&5) & right (6) hand side car gate entrance 
	Left(7)/Right (8) hand side car gate entrance 

	Start time
	8.40am

collect

11.40am
	8.50am
	9.00am
	9.00am
	8.50am
	8.50am
	8.40am
	8.40am 

	Collection time 
	12.30pm start 

3.30pm
	3.10pm
	3.25pm
	3.25pm
	3.20pm
	3.20pm
	3.10pm
	3.10pm
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Gate 2


Gate 3
Year 2, Year 3 & 

Year 4 &

Year 5   


Year 6

entrance & line   
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Hand sanitising 

The children will still sanitise when they enter and leave school.  We believe this, and extra hand washing, have reduced all of our ‘other bugs and illnesses’ over the year. So will be keeping as good practice. 
PE Days 

PE days will remain in place.  Wow, these have been so successful this year; the time saved on getting changed into and from PE kits is huge (especially for our younger children).  These days are not days for the children to arrive in their ‘own clothes’ however.  They need to be in school uniform PE kit which is black shorts or joggy bottoms with a white t-shirt (their polo shirts are fine for this) and their red school jumpers along with black trainers/pumps for indoor learning. 
PE Days from Monday 6th September 2021

Class 1 FS1

Wednesday 
Class 2 FS2

Wednesday 
Class 3 Year 1 
Friday 
Class 4 Year 2
Monday 

Class 5 Year 3
Thursday 
Class 6 Year 4
Thursday 
Class 7 Year 5
Tuesday 

Class 8 Year 6
Tuesday  

Classrooms, playtimes and lunchtimes 

The children will be in their class bubbles with the same staff members whilst they are in school each day.  We will be expanding these bubbles to include two classes, to allow PPA and management time to be covered during the week.  
Lunch and break times will be staggered and sectioned off on the playground with only one to two classes out at a time, to try to ensure lots of classes do not mix.  We will have a hot lunch service that the children will choose each morning and these will be eaten on the whole in the hall in their two class groups.   
I have, outlined below how we will be following the government guidance, which still has certain elements in which we have been following this year.  These arrangements have been put into place following a robust risk assessment process:
We feel this plan meets the government guidance: 

1. Health and Safety of the children, staff and visitors will be our main priority. 

2. We will follow whatever Covid-19 guidance the Government issue as close as we are able and adjust it to fit our school site and situation. 

3. We will ensure hygiene and cleanliness are maintained at all times and continue with our twice daily cleaning and extra lengthened clean each Friday. 

4. We will minimise adults coming into the school site and buildings. 

5. We will minimise the children mixing within their two classes.
6. All classrooms will continue to be well ventilated following the July 2021 Government guidance, along with most classes remaining in rows and facing forwards. Please bear this in mind when the weather starts to become cold again – lots of layers are required and essential!
7. We will support pupils’ educational and well-being needs.

Specific information about re-opening the school is as follows: 

1. The autumn 2021 term will begin on Thursday 2nd September, following one INSET day in school.

2. We will be having staggered starts and endings of the school day to reduce the number of children and families on the playground for health and safety reasons. Please stick to the given times for each child.
3. Staff will continue to wear their face masks and we ask that you do also. 
4. Where possible, we will ensure each year group has a separate entrance into the school building. 
5. We will provide every child with their own in-school resource pack (pencils etc). 
6. We will ensure a qualified first aider is with every group. 
7. We will ensure regular handwashing/sanitising and surface cleaning occurs during the day. 
8. We will ensure that break times and lunchtimes are staggered to help support our growing number of children attending school.
9. We will be providing hot lunch selections each day for the children to choose and then have in their bubbles.  FS2, Year 1 and Year 2 are all eligible for Universal Free School Meals each day and will order theirs each morning when they arrive.

10. ParentMail will be used to pay for meals (where applicable).

11. We will be re-opening breakfast club from 8am on Monday 6th September along with After School Club that evening until 5pm each day (unless advice changes).  Please note that there are dates After School Club will be closed due to whole staff training events over the course of each term.  These will be sent out with as much notice as possible to allow you to plan child care around these closures. 
12. All Government advice, in line with anyone displaying COVID-19 symptoms, will be followed.  Any child/children displaying symptoms will be taken into isolation until they can be collected by a family member.  They will not be able to attend school until their isolation period has then ended. All other family members will follow the current advice from the Government around isolation. 
As an important part of our school community, I would ask that you continue to encourage good infection control practices, such as thorough handwashing, at home and keep your child informed about the things they can do to discourage the spread of infection.

Track and Trace until Friday 30th July  

The Government have asked all school settings to continue to be part of their Track and Trace system into the first two weeks of the summer holidays.  This means that I will be on call until Friday 30th July, should we have any positive cases reported from the close of school today until that date.  There is still the potential that a positive case could be recorded from a child or staff member in school resulting in a period of isolation over the summer break and this would affect their particular bubble and contacts in school.  If this does happen, I will send out information via email from Public Health England (PHE) and Staffordshire’s Local Infectious Control team informing you of any updates.  This means that any isolation period must follow the ‘Stay at Home’ guidance.  

There are a number of actions that you are required to take during the school holiday:

· If any child in school has a test due to presenting with either one or more of the three mains symptoms occurring or because your child is presenting with one of the mild symptoms, please email noreply@holytrinity.staffs.sch.uk to let us know and keep us up to date

· When your child receives any test result, please email them to school as soon as possible

· If another member of the family tests positive for Covid at any point during the summer holiday and the child has to isolate, please email school as soon as possible to that we can check the date they can return to school.  Please include a copy of the test results and any notification regarding self-isolating

· If your child receives any notification under Track and Trace during the holiday, please forward a copy of this to school by email, so that we can check the date they can return to school

· If any child visits another country over the holiday, please inform us of the destination and the dates that the child was out of the country so that we can check the date they can return to school

I will be checking the email daily and make my final check at 12pm on Friday 30th July 2021 (which is the final time that any contact made in school before the holidays began would affect your child and their class bubble). This extended two-week period is due to the highly contagious spread of the Delta variant and the 8 day incubation period it appears to be presenting currently. I will then continue to check the email over the holiday period for further updates. 

Just a reminder…

Symptoms 
The most common symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) are recent onset of: 

· a new continuous cough 

· a high temperature 

· a loss of, or change in, your normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia) 

Please arrange to get a test immediately.

If you show any of these further symptoms:

· Headaches 

· Aches and pains 

· Feeling very tired for no good reason 

· Sore throat 

· Runny nose 

· Sneezing 

· Sometimes ‘tummy ache’ in children 

Please also go for a test and remain at home until you receive notification of the outcome of the test.

If the test outcome returns negative, please email school with the result, unless they have been identified as a close contact of someone who has tested positive. If you test positive, please also email school with the result and you must follow the ‘Stay at Home’ guidance. 

For most people, coronavirus (COVID-19) will be a mild illness. 
If your child does develop symptoms, you can seek advice from the nhs.uk website at https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/check-if-you-have-coronavirus-symptoms/  

If you are concerned about your child’s symptoms, or they are worsening you can seek advice from NHS 111 at https://111.nhs.uk/  or by phoning 111. 

How to stop COVID-19 spreading 
There are things you can do to help reduce the risk of you and anyone you live with getting ill with COVID-19 . 

Do 
· wash your hands with soap and water often – do this for at least 20 seconds 

· use hand sanitiser gel if soap and water are not available 

· wash your hands as soon as you get home 

· cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or your sleeve (not your hands) when you cough or sneeze 

· put used tissues in the bin immediately and wash your hands afterwards 

In order to keep us COVID safe upon our return to school on Thursday 2nd September, please keep to the Government guidelines over the summer and do use caution about your surroundings and mixing.
I know we can continue to ensure we remain as safe as we possibly can under the current circumstances and I do hope despite all of the difficult times we have all had to face since March 2020 that you have a wonderful summer break and we can have an extremely successful autumn term (
Home learning and reading books

We will also be continuing with our Google Classroom for Home Learning in September to reduce the items coming to and from home to school and vice versa.  I would again like to thank you for your engagement and support with our online learning – it has been fabulous (  This system will also be available should children need to isolate due to COVID symptoms arising.
I realise that this is once again a different approach to normal school but we need to follow both guidance and do what is right for our school and our community. We ask you to continue to respect and support school to ensure we all continue to remain cautious and safe. 
We are looking forward to seeing all the children once again in September, and I would like to reassure you that the safety of our school community is our priority. We will continue to review the arrangements we have implemented at this stage and update you with any changes as and when we make them.

For our Year 6 children leaving us today for the final time, I couldn’t be prouder of the group of young people you have all grown into.  I know you will continue to shine brightly in all that you do in your futures and I so look forward to hearing all about the next challenges and exciting adventures you are all about to enter into.  Good luck from everyone at Holy Trinity – we are going to miss you. 
I also wish Mrs Free and Miss Leigh every success in their new adventures – we are going to miss you both also.
Please continue to stay safe and well.  Have a wonderful summer break and we will see you all in September (
Yours sincerely
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Nicola Oliphant 

Head Teacher
Email address: noreply@holytrinity.staffs.sch.uk[image: image9.jpg]


 (please note this will be looked at only once a week in the summer holidays, following Friday 30th July)
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