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Wednesday 29th September 2021 2021
Dear Parents/Carers,
I hope you are all well and coping with this sudden change in the weather.  It feels as though autumn has arrived and is here to stay now sadly (
I wanted to write to you all and update you about a county wide update and briefing from last night.  As I said in one of my last Covid letters, I know Covid continues to be a concern for all of us and the relaxation of government guidelines for some parents is still taking time to get used to. When there are confirmed cases, it is naturally something that parents may worry about.  It is of a very high concern currently in the Local Authority as Staffordshire’s number of positive confirmed cases are increasing rapidly and becoming one of the highest in the country, especially for our 5-18-year-old children. The briefing discussed conversations that the Education Department and Staffordshire’s Local Outbreak Team have had with Public Health and the DfE regarding their concerns currently with cases in schools across the county. 
The advice last night was to reassess the current schooling provision and decide if any extra restrictions were needed to be reinstated, as they were before the summer.  As you are aware I have kept things quite tight since we arrived back in September; this is because I did think that the autumn term and the colder weather might start to present issues for us and the wider community.  Currently, East Staffordshire’s figures, although extremely high compared to other parts of the country, are lower that some areas in Staffordshire.  

I have assessed and reviewed our current provision and will be making adjustments, which I hope you understand are precautionary but also proactive for our school community to try to ensure as little as possible disruption for our children’s learning as possible. 
I have attached a copy of the update letter that Staffordshire have written to send out to parents. Please note that this letter is for all parents across the school range (2-18) so the statement about LFT testing for children is for secondary aged children ONLY!
They are strongly advising and encouraging schools to put in extra measures that limit the spread. These include (their recommendations are in black font and our practice is in green font):
· The reintroduction of class bubbles – We already have class bubbles but I had doubled up year groups – I will revert back to single year group bubbles now
· No all-school events like assemblies for the time being – We did not reinstate these
· Enhanced cleaning, especially in high-risk areas – We have kept our doubled enhanced cleaning
· Staggering of start, end and lunch times – We have kept our staggered starts, ends, playtimes and lunchtimes.  Our timings for staggered starts and ends will remain as they are, but please bear them in mind if the weather is unpleasant.  The children will not be coming in earlier than their allotted times.  We will of course maintain our hand sanitising on site and good hand washing routines throughout the day. 
· Possible reintroduction of face coverings in secondary schools – n/a to us but as staff we have kept our face coverings and would ask that as a parent body you do the same for us please 
· Request that all contacts of positive cases are asked to get a PCR test – We have been advising this since our return in September – this practice will continue moving forward when we inform you of a positive case in school
· Where pupils/staff have a sibling/parent/guardian/other member in their household who is a confirmed case there is a high risk of infection. PCR testing strongly advised for all household contacts. Pupils/staff household contacts advised to stay at home pending PCR test result – this will normally take 48-72 hours.  – Please note this new information, we will be following it from now on.
· Promotion of the vaccine to eligible pupils and staff – All of our staff are either double vaccinated or are almost at this stage (due to age call ups for the vaccination)
· Consideration of other pre-summer break Covid controls where the school sees fit to do so – I will be reintroducing lunches back into classroom bubbles from Monday.  There will now be little to no staff cross over for any cover to reduce bubbles mixing.  This will be our biggest challenge as a school to cover the legal requirements for PPA and management time for every staff member. 
And finally they have stated that, if infection rates escalate, some schools may need to close for short periods and move lessons online (for some classes/year groups), to prevent the spread and reduce ongoing transmission.

The meeting also discussed ensuring the site was only open to essential visits.  This is something we will continue to maintain as we have been doing since our return in September. 
As we made you all aware this morning, we have had a confirmed positive case in Class 3 Year 1 and have a number of children with main symptoms who have also gone for tests today, which we will await the results of.  Should any be positive we may be in the unfortunate position of having to move to remote learning, but this will only be under the advice and guidance of the Staffordshire’s Local Outbreak Team. 
As I have said before, individual positive cases result in that person isolating. No other action from the school is needed other than existing arrangements within our risk assessment and following the isolation rules depending on contact and if individuals are double vaccinated.  At the moment the advice is very strongly to have all of the members of Class 3 go for a PCR test to ensure there are no further cases in the class. 
Advice from Public Health is sought if any of the following thresholds are reached:
	Setting 
	Threshold 

	College/ further education setting

High school

Middle school

Primary school
	5 children, pupils, students or staff, who are likely to have mixed closely, test positive for COVID-19 within a 10-day period; or 10% (whichever of these thresholds is reached first)
*Please note some of our classes are small: our 10% would be 3 adults/children

	Nursery and EYFS classes 

	2 children, pupils, students and staff, who are likely to have mixed closely, test positive for COVID-19 within a 10-day period

	All settings should seek advice if a pupil, student, child or staff member is admitted to hospital with COVID-19. Hospitalisation could indicate increased severity of illness or a new variant of concern. Settings may be offered public health support in managing risk assessments and communicating with staff and parents.


When contact with Public Health and the LA Outbreak Team is made, we may be advised to put additional measures in place. We will follow all advice given and inform you of any additional measures required. The risk assessment will be amended accordingly.

We will continue to be vigilant in terms hand washing/sanitising, hygiene and ventilation in classrooms. The new tighter restrictions will start from Monday next week.  

Each week, I will continue to let you know, for information purposes only, how many positive cases we have across the school (there are 2 in total currently) but if you have any questions, please do contact the school.
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Yours 
Mrs Nicola Oliphant

Headteacher 
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