Introduction

The relevance of teaching good handwriting is sometimes questioned
in the modern age where the word processor is a valued tool. But
good teaching of handwriting is just as important in these days of
advanced technology as it has ever been. The need to create things
of beauty will never leave the human mind and nothing will ever beat
that feeling of persenal triumph when we look at a completed task
achieved with our own hands.

It is not necessary to judge whether the word processor or handwriting
has the greatest value, because they should exist side by side, in
harmony, each being used appropriately. '

If the programmes of daily handwriting lessons in this booklet are
followed systematically, letters will soon be well formed, joined and of
the correct size. Each lesson is intended to last only fifteen to twenty
minutes. Doing a little and doing it often is the key. There are many
important jigsaw pieces to fit in place, such as good quality writing
tools and correct body posture, but within a school, uniformity of
approach to teaching handwriting and the need for teachers to have
high expectations of themselves and their pupils are vital.

When taught effectively, handwriting is where children will see the
biggest change and fastest improvement in their work; progress they
are able to see, feel and enjoy. Good teaching of handwriting reaps
rewards in a very short time span. It gives children something
immediate. Self-esteem and motivation levels rise, influencing
children’s attitude to learning in other subjects. it also plays a part in
their personal development because care, pride, concentration and
perseverance are required qualities.

Good handwriting needs self-discipline, skill and quality teacher input.
Good handwriting gives the reader a favourable impression of the
work in front of them before they read the first three words. Children
must be taught to present their work in as careful and attractive a

manner as possible.




The Handwriting Style

The style used in this booklet is based on the Nelson handwriting
style, with a few minor adjustments. It is simplistic, but very clear, and
it does not have the loops or ‘lead-ins’, which are features of more
complex handwriting styles. The style is relatively simple to teach and
relatively simple to learn. However, like all handwriting styles, it is only
as good as the way that it is taught. It is vital that teacher modelling is
good, teaching language is appropriate and teachers have clear
understanding of how to structure a handwriting lesson and effective
teaching strategies to use. These are of greater importance than the

actual handwriting style itself.



LOWER CASE LETTER FORMATION

Letters based on a single vertical line.

CL L

L

The letters |, and | begin at the top solid line. The letter {/
begins at the top broken line. The tail on the goes down to
the bottom broken line and ends with a gentle curve. The | and
touch the bottom solid line, before lifting diagonally to the right.
This is the connection to the following letter.

The ¥ is smaiier than the l/ but taller than the {, .
The T is a ‘three-quarter sized' letter and begins just above the
top solid line. It is crossed on the top solid line, with more of the

cross to the right of the down stroke. Like the |y and L , its
joining mark lifts diagonally in a north easterly direction.

1
| LT

bt



Letters based on the ¢ shape.

These letters are oval, rather than circular.

~CC ~Co0 0

coaa  ~cddd
~c0qq  ccoqgq,

These letters begin with a ‘coat hanger’ shape

Begin just below the top soilid line. The first movement of the
writing tool is up to the line, then over and down. On
reaching the bottom solid line, it is necessary to go
diagonally upwards and across to the right, in order to make
an oval shape.

Letter @ - begin at the mid-point between the two solid lines
and move upwards to the right, at an angle of 45 degrees.

/s 2 ¢

c o o d g g e



The following letters begin with a vertical down stroke,
followed by a vertical up stroke, then have a diagonal
movement to the right, which begins mid-way between the two
solid lines.

‘rhhh ivrnn trinmm

LV bhb
123713 1vLLrP
h,nrnby>kw

\" and W are placed in a pair.

\VV \WWVWW W
W and\j are placed together.

ILuuu v uyy

The following letters are not part of a group:

"0 g s nfjf \Vv¥% T77Z

The § and f both begin with an 'up and over' movement, in the
same way as the letters based on the C shape. The f is crossed
like the 1. The S, X and 7 should be the same width at the top
and bottom of the letter. The Jf-‘ is both a tall letter and a tail letter.



UPPER CASE LETTER FORMATION

These should be taught as tall letters in size. They do not join on to
the letter which follows.

IAA PR °CC 1D
ILCE ITF ~C0G TWH
' TI UT YK L
MM OINN 20O 1T
"C0Q PR "°SS T
LUU AV AV W
\X \Y 7L




JOINING PAIRS OF LETTERS

The following are examples of joins which follow the 'up, over,
stop, reverse' route:

rlele oo arac
e Mg @ eceq WU s

The join from the letters below goes across the top solid line.

fﬂ, f» orn on

w?a wa, VY vy

These letters are joined from the preceding letter at the top solid
line.

m e m em n kan kn

p Lﬂ\oi)p ~rorr o Wb W

) \v‘g kyy 7 U7 uz



" Down, round and up' joins, with a lift to the north-east:
batbab  firfif hthth
Lieb b b arh ad

k ¢k ck b ourb ub

The following do not join on to the next letter:
9 Jy g ju oy

With the letters b and §, a whole school decision is required.
Are we going to join from these three letters to the next letter or
is there going to be a break?

Option1 Y ]Oa, st no JOV(L
optionz D PO, ST Jovnzd lotters

In the lessons on letter joins, there are examples for each letter on
how to join from the preceding letter. For all the letters which do
join the following letter, examples are given.




KS2 PROGRAMME OF LESSONS

[L.essons On Individual Letters

L RN !HH 'HH ll ll

This is a line guide exercise to ensure that children fully understand the
correct size of small letters, tall letters and tail letters. It is an exercise that
can be used regularly as a warm up to a handwriting lesson. The three
straight lines are referred to as short, tafl and tail lines.

:|| ll\ Il\
2yt

*honm o recinforement

4. bPkY"

5. Re-inforcement

6. ~ ¢ o 0 d



7.8%/@‘1,

8. VW W lj Re-inforcement

9. S f X 7 Re-inforcement

o« ABCDEF

W GHITKL
2 MNOPQ RS

s TUVWX YL

14. Re-inforcement of capital letters.




Suggested Lessons On Joining Letters

In the lessons on letter joins, there are examples for each letter, on
how to join from the preceding letter. The joins include just two
letters. After working through the intensive programme of lessons,
three-letter joins could be practiced in the weekly handwriting lesson.

« Fof rgog helu
o o 0 ky kb omk ook
7. u,h/\/"d/(ljv YYl/bTYUP



op rp quw ng og rl

10.

rsvr“‘wvsj‘sws
bthj ub ot ug wr

11.

12.

v fu vove ov w
"

13.

We  OW ewW  ex

14.

15.




KS1 PROGRAMME OF LESSONS

[ essons On Individual Letters

1. | l‘ I! ‘l

This is a line guide exercise to ensure that children fully understand the
correct size of small letters, tall letters and tail letters. 1t is an exercise that
can be used regularly as a warm up to a handwriting lesson. The three
straight lines are referred to as short, tall and tail lines.

2 L | A
3. ‘ J l/J Ll/
P BT A R A

5.Y|fr nhm

6. bpl"l@

w1 e Reinforement of nhm

8. Re-inforcement of bP k, \N



. \V WW WwW V W

0 ViVl owno owr

1. L v U LV lj ug

2. 7 CC 0O ou 0Oy

a0 d 9 q/

14. 7 0 € Re-inforcement of ( family

5. OV oW On Oy

6. C O QO 6@“661/_

17. ~ QS TS \Q.Pl‘iﬁ
18. njf JCLJC!”

19. \ \\ X e e a4 /o

2. ~ 77 LVDZG/G/Z



Upper Case Letters

: [PBRD U

. L EFMA
. T LITHKN
GG 0QS
s X VWY /Z

6. Re-inforcement of capital letters

Suggested Lessons On Joining Letters

In the lessons on letter joins, there are examples for each letter, on
how to join from the preceding letter. The joins include just two
Jetters. After working through the intensive programme of lessons,

three-letter joins could be practiced in the weekly handwriting lesson.

. ol b o v
b ob lp wmp
&(‘J‘c(‘/y nc 0OC




o do dr olen,d

F f UfOf

r g dgig, og
o It ho whth

g.k,bYYu/ C/LW‘L
o by kn ok rk

nowmoomo oy oen
2o QNG us 05
s W Wb o oup
WO W WO wWe

15.VHZLZ)6I)Z
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